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Impressive quality, 

inspiring design and a 

family-friendly layout 

is what Kevin Green 

believes makes the 

Ocean Alexander 88 ideal 

for Australian coastal 

cruising and beyond. 

88C A L L    T H E  O C E A N
of

THE



Taiwanese builder Ocean 
Alexander has come a long way 
from its origins back in 1977 
when it launched a trawler-style 
yacht inspired by commercial 

fishing boats. That first model was also built 
like a tough commercial vessel, and it’s no 
surprise that the Mark 1 still sells well. Fast 
forward to today, and the company has grown 
from those humble beginnings to a major 
brand with an impressive range of yachts from 
22 metres to 47 metres, built in yards both 
in the US and at its home base in Taiwan. 

Having boarded several Ocean Alexanders 
– imported by local dealer Todd Holzapfel 

at Alexander Marine Australia – what has 
impressed me most is the level of detailing, 
while the sleek exteriors benefit from the 
pen of Evan K Marshall. Like many savvy 
Asian builders, Ocean Alexander realised 
the benefits of collaborating with designers 
from their target markets, so the American 
designer’s recruitment has paid big dividends. 
Indeed, the family-owned company started 
by Alexander Chueh has been elevated to 
one of the top selling brands in the US. 

Here in Australia, it was good to meet the 
next generation of the family – Alexander’s 
quietly spoken son Johnny, who came to the 
Sydney boat show this year to launch the 45 



Above and top: The 
skylounge is a real slice of 
big boat design, featuring a 
comfortable upper saloon 
and an expansive upper aft 
deck complete with spa pool, 
bar, grill and dinette.

Opposite: The transom 
holds not a garage but good-
size quarters for two or three 
crew – perfect for owners 
who want to charter.

Divergence – the company’s first outboard-
driven vessel, named Divergence to reflect 
the yard’s move away from large yachts. “We 
see this 45 as an ideal superyacht tender, 
but it’s also a self-contained day boat,” says 
Chueh, and I proved this by using it just 
as intended during my day spent on the 
Ocean Alexander 88 in the Whitsundays.

The first GRP-hulled 88 launched in 2017 
as an evolution of the 85 to commemorate 
the yard’s 40th anniversary, and our review 
boat was the first one to reach Australia 
with the new MTU V10 1,600hp engines. 
Reflecting Evan K Marshall’s design brief to 

create family friendly yachts, the 88 features 
one of the largest flybridges in this category. 
Along with vast windows in the hull and 
superstructure, the result is an enclosed 
yet airy vessel that is ideal for a range of 
climates, including the Australian east coast. 

In terms of hull shape, the 88 will appeal 
to traditionalists thanks to generous 
overhangs and its swept-back upper deck. 
It has a classic fine bow for cutting through 
swells and for lying gently at anchor, and 
the classic theme continues inside. At 26.8 
metres, there is ample space both for guest 
cabins and crew quarters, making it a good 
choice for owners who have chartering 
in mind or who want to take a step back 
from the day-to-day running of the boat.

The main deck borrows inspiration from 
superyachts with the saloon and main dining 
area aft and a galley and dinette forward. 
The cockpit flows into the main saloon, 
which has tall vertical bulkheads and large 
windows to maximise light while also creating 
shade – an important consideration in our 
hot climate. The dining area seats eight 
around a hardwood table. Clever use of the 
forward bulkhead – its entire face covered 
by a mirror – accentuates the airiness of 
this panoramic seating arrangement.

Walking forward past the day head 
brings you to the well-equipped galley that 
features a huge freezer unit hidden in the 
forward bulkhead, double fridge and equally 
large four-burner JennAir electric hob 
with matching oven beneath and sizeable 
convection microwave above. The generous 
marble work surfaces made preparing food for 
our group of eight child’s play – and indeed  
the two children in our party enjoyed the 
forward dinette that gave them their own 
dining space with stunning views. Other 
features include double sinks, dishwasher, and 
generous storage – one of the many highlights 
of this eminently practical 88-footer. A 
watertight door to port gives deck access, 
while wide stairs lead to the upper deck.

The skylounge is a grand area for relaxation, 
with a large saloon space aft providing superb, 
elevated views for guests while the business 
of navigation takes place up front. If you 
fancy heading outside, the upper aft deck 
offers a spa pool surrounded by sun beds, 
and plenty of open deck space for animated 
sundowner parties, all easily catered for 
by the wet bar with barbecue. There are 
two tables to hold the nibbles, along with 
some bench seating for those not dancing 
or dipping. A manual shade sail can be 
deployed here for protection against the sun.

The helm itself boasts three chairs and 
an extensive array of electronics including 
three 24-inch Garmin 8600 multifunction 
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26.83m
Overall length

6.10m
Beam

78t
Displacement (fully laden)

23kn
Maximum speed

AT  A  G L A N C E

touch screens for charting, radar, and various 
cameras that provides a handy view of the 
engine room. The small, vertical helm wheel 
at thigh height is not entirely ergonomic, 
but it is really intended for occasional use 
with the autopilot doing the serious work. 
Other smarts include the Glendinning Twin 
Disc system with joystick operation from the 
skipper’s seat. Further control comes from 
Side-Power thrusters fore and aft, and a pair of 
Side-Power stabilisers helps even out the ride.

The 88 features four double guest cabins 
and crew quarters aft that could sleep two or 
three. This arrangement ensures privacy for 
the owner, who has a full-beam amidships 
master suite with ensuite. The VIP cabin takes 
pride of place in the bow, and two smaller 
cabins complete guest accommodations.

The spacious owner’s suite is two steps 
down from the main corridor, so low in 
the hull for minimum motion at sea. Large 
rectangular ports not only bring in natural 
light, but also offer bewitching panoramic 
sea views from the starboard vanity. Storage 
is excellent with two, cedar-lined walk-in 
closets that complement twin sets of drawers, 
all immaculately finished in a dark teak. The 
precise detailing throughout, including the 
way the drawers are shut in a groove lock so 
that they cannot slide open in heavy seas, is 
impressive. His-and-hers aft ensuites sharing 
a large central shower cubicle help insulate 
the bedroom from the engine room aft, and 
the ensuites’ marble finish creates a cool 
ambience while smoked, toughened glass 
facades give privacy to the shower area. 

Moving forward reveals a comfortable cabin 
with queen-size berth, only slightly marred 
by the lack of natural light, which the dark 
woodwork accentuates. However, there’s 
plenty of volume to ward off claustrophobia 
and the corner shower cubicle has generous 
floorspace, nicely finished in marble. Outside 
the cabin is a washer-dryer (there’s a second 
one in the crew quarters) and a generous 
storage room. The two smaller cabins are 
symmetrical and versatile thanks to beds 
that can each form a double or be split into 
two singles. Given the smaller space, natural 

The result is an  
enclosed yet airy vessel 
that is ideal for a range 

of climates including the 
Australian east coast. 



Top: The aft saloon 
and forward dining 
area has a real 
pocket superyacht 
feel about it.

Above: The forward 
dinette and galley 
are styled on the US 
country kitchen.

Right: The master 
suite benefits from 
the hull’s full beam.

If speed is your driver, 
you’ll be pleased to hear 

that with the throttles 
down we reached just 

shy of 23 knots.

ventilation is desirable so the opening porthole 
in the large rectangular portlight is ideal.

Running a yacht of this size and complexity 
requires skilled crew. The crew quarters 
are entered via a stairwell on the aft deck, 
and feature a lounge with large bathroom 
and three-quarter bed in a separate cabin. 
Domestic facilities include a microwave, 
sink and washing machine, and this well-
equipped section of the 88 also has its own 
workshop with bench and quality Snap 
On tool chest, although this space could 
be specified as a second crew bunk.

The engine room can be accessed 
direct from the crew quarters; standing 
room and wide separation between the 
MTU engines allow easy movement. 

House power comes from two 29kVA 
Cummins gensets. The hull itself is 
vacuum-infused and foam-cored with 
Kevlar reinforcement and aircraft-grade 
aluminium beam longitudinals.

While the 88 is a very pleasant place to 
be at anchor, the real test is be how she feels 
while cruising. The semi-displacement hull 
was clearly built for comfort rather than 

MASTER BEDROOM 
PIC TO COME

POSSIBLY SWAP WITH 
ABOVE
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SPECIFICATIONS

Right: The spacious main aft deck doesn’t 
lack for comfort, with plenty of fixed and 
loose seating and a large table for alfresco 
dining or entertaining.

O

speed, so despite the bumpy conditions, our 
guests easily moved around the skylounge 
while I sat in the comfy helm chair. Great 
all-round visibility means you always feel in 
control of the 88, and 18 knots felt ideal for 
the lumpy conditions. In bluewater mode, a 
12-knot cruise gives a useful range of 1,000 
nautical miles, but if speed rather than 
distance is your driver, you’ll be pleased to 
hear that with the throttles down we reached 
just shy of 23 knots – and what’s more, with 
only a faint roar from the V10 MTUs. Marina 
manoeuvring proved drama-free and there’s 
even a remote control joystick for docking. 
Ocean Alexander certainly has come a long 
way since those humble beginnings, and the 
88 is a prime example of where it’s going.
alexandermarineaust.com.au

Spread across three private islands within the idyllic beauty of Savusavu Bay. Nawi Island presents a first
time opportunity for a select few to own a freehold beachfront, marina or ocean view home on one of Fiji’s 
favourite harbours. Nawi Island residents will enjoy luxury benefits from an adjoining worldclass Resort 
and Spa, International Marina, Yacht Club, Dry Dock and Ship yard. The marina is being engineered so as 
to become a year round facility, including the cyclone season for insurance purposes, making it the ideal 
destination for boaties who want to keep their yacht or motorboat in the tropics and create a base from 
which to explore the idyllic cruising waters of Fiji and beyond. For those who don’t have a boat, Nawi offers 
a world class, stylish luxury environment where privacy and tranquility can be spiced with the magic of the 
international boating world and the characters who make it so intriguing. Savusavu airport, just minutes 
from Nawi Island is approximately an hour from Nadi and Suva International Airports. The development 
includes a total of 38 freehold lots, with sizes ranging from 1,300 to 3,200 square meters in area of 
uninterrupted panoramic views of Savusavu Bay. 

bayleys.co.nz/671190

For Sale: 
From FJ$55O,OOO plus VAT 
(if any) 

Philip Toogood +679 999 1449 
philip.toogood@bayleysfiji.com.fj

NAWI ISLAND
FIJI ISLANDS

Fiji

Luxury Fiji Living

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE (FIJI)PTE LTD,
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS NO.0038



Ocean Alexander 88

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

Builder Ocean Alexander

Model 88 Skylounge

Country of build Taiwan

Designer Evan K Marshall

Interior designer           Evan K Marshall

Year of build                                                                                    2019

LOA (length overall) 26.83 metres

LWL (waterline length) 22.07 metres

Beam 6.1 metres

Draft 1.8  metres

Displacement (fully laden) 78 tonnes

Classification  ABYC & ISO

Hull construction                      Combination of hand laid and vaccum  

                                                             infused GRP. Collision bulkhead.

Superstructure                                                          GRP

Engines                             2 x MTU® 10V 2000 1,600hp

Propellers                                4 blade, Aqualoy 22HS propellor shaft

Drive train            OA design, configured to handle above class loading

Stabilisation systems                                             Sidepower curved zero speed fin 

Gearbox                                                             ZF (Model 2050A) (Ratio 2.467:1)

Speed (max)                                               23 knots        

Speed (cruise)                                                      18 knots

Range                                                     1,000nm at 12 knots

Fuel capacity 9,460 litres

Freshwater capacity 1,325 litres

Blackwater capacity 757  litres

Generators (main) Twin Onan 29 kW

Bow thruster hydraulic 

Stern thruster hydraulic

Winches Two vertical electric rope winches for aft deck

Anchoring systems       Stainless steel Ultra anchor with galvanised 

                                                                           chain and chain stopper.

Navigational Electronics       Garmin Glass Bridge Series with triple 

          24 inch screens. Garmin Open Array Radar, Garmin Autopilot,    

               Garmin VHF and card reader. Garmin AIS with NMEA GPS

Depth sounder                                                              Garmin Blackbox                                              

Underwater lights           High output LED, four at stern, two at each 

                                                                        side at Owners stateroom

Galley appliances                           Granite countertops, Elkay double    

                    bowl sink, 30” Jenn Air microwave, Jenn Air dishwasher

Owner berth  Full-beam king berth with full-beam ensuite with 

heated marble floor

Guest berths  1 x fwd VIP queen berth with ensuite, 2 x guest twin/

doubles with ensuites

Crew 3

Maximum people on board 33

Tenders as per owners spec

Standard warranties                 12 months limited warranty standard 

                                                                  (extended warranty available)

Price in Australian dollars (landed)                    AU$ 9.3 million

23 knots
Speed (max)

18 knots
Speed (cruise)

9,460 L
Fuel capacity

1,000nm
Range (at 12 knots)

8
Guests overnight

M A I N  D E C K

Similar generous use 
of space to the OA 85 
layout pictured. 
Saloon and dining 
table that seats eight 
aft, with galley and 
dinette forward. 
Watertight door to 
port for quick access 
to side deck.

 

L O W E R  D E C K

Full beam midships 
master sizeable, and 
aft ensuite insulates 
from engine room. 
Two guest twin/
doubles and a VIP 
offer versatility. Crew 
quarters aft are well 
equipped.

2

1

TAIWAN
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